Each addresses issues arising through collective expressions of protest. The Women's March on Washington, organized on the twin principles of intersectionality and inclusion, acted as a flashpoint for the generation of emergent spaces to do politics differently. In the search for solidarity, tensions within groups and among individuals shaped the way in which resistance and protests were responded to and organized. The authors in this collection take up themes of intersectionality and inclusion/exclusion via politicizing the personal, contesting the state, and challenging simplistic notions of unity in solidarity.
The Women's March on Washington
The Women's March on Washington 21 January 2017, was organized as a protest against the policies and personal conduct of the newly elected 45 th President of the United States. It was estimated that over a million people filled the streets of Washington --two to three times as many marchers than the inauguration the day before (Stein et al. 2017; Wallace and Parlapiano 2017) . But the protest was not restricted to or contained within the US. It spilled over national boundaries and spread across the globe.
Estimates of the numbers of marchers worldwide ranged from between 3.3 and 4.6 million protesters (Waddell 2017) . If measured solely in numbers and international reach, there is no doubt of the success of the Women's March, as it has come to be called across activist groups.
Numbers however tell only part of the story. Organizers of the Women's March sought to bring together diverse groups of people with a single focus. The twin principles of intersectionality and inclusion framed the approach. The organizers' commitment to intesectionality was reflected in their reference to the triad of gender, race, and economic justice in their call to participation, inviting all women to join the march: "Black women, Indigenous women, poor women, immigrant women, disabled women, Muslim women, lesbian, queer and trans women" (Women' 'pussy hats' symbolised this alliance. Lurid and gaudy, the pink knitted hats worn in Washington and elsewhere signalled unity and acted as a rebuke to Donald Trump's bragging about grabbing women by their pussies.
For some, the women's march was an epiphany, a political awakening, a wondrous expression of interwoven resistance and solidarity. Yet in the days before and immediately after the March, criticism arising from feminist activists, bloggers, and scholars about the way in which intersectionality and inclusion were taken up by organizers, protesters and marchers eclipsed the glow of solidarity experienced by many participants. Looking beyond the numbers, critics questioned the value of 'comfort feminism' called on to do the work of consoling in times of crisis that had driven people into the streets (Silva, 2017) As a call to action, the invitation to write and analyse what is going on right now, in the moment matters:
The very act of writing then, conjuring/coming to 'see', what has yet to be recorded in history is to bring into consciousness what only the body knows to be true. The bodythat site which houses the intuitive, the unspoken, the viscera of our being. -this is the revolutionary promise of 'theory in the flesh;' for it is both the expression of evolving political consciousness and the creator of consciousness, itself. Seldom recorded and hardly honored, our theory incarnate provides the most reliable roadmap to liberation (Moraga 2015, xxiv) While quick responses may seem antithetical to much scholarly work, critical analytical skills, galvanized by the immediacy of the political environment, are necessary in times like these, when autocratic and right-wing movements are mobilising populist politics on an international scale and new expressions of populist resistance are emerging, but vulnerable to the dialectical tensions of varied and differing identity politics.
As Editors, we have sought to provide space to record some of these analyses of emergent spaces and practices of solidarity as well as to engage with the tensions arising within in-the-moment struggles around intersectionality and inclusion. Rather than waiting for analyses of political spaces -like that of the Women's March -after years of research and long publication timelines, we see the need to offer a Third Space between social media posts and research papers for rigorous and timely analyses of current issues. In doing so, we want to bring the politics of the everyday and the immediate into the publishing agenda of Gender, Place and Culture in ways that maintain analytical acumen and push the boundaries of feminist thinking and doingbut acknowledge that this process itself has its limitations, including those inherent to the short timeframe of curating such a rapid response as a collection of interventions compared to standard journal publication timelines.
The Contributors
The contributions to this Rapid Response encompass a wide variety of feminist politics and experiences of protest. The contributors address sexism, racism, trans rights, and state policies as well as resistance, emotions, and solidarity. Within these discussions, As a collection, these contributors show how the Women's March on
Washington was a catalyst for action that generated spaces for collective resistance against oppression and discrimination while at the same time revealed tensions among resisters that might prove to break apart solidarity ties. These everyday spaceskitchens, living rooms, city streets, town halls, airplanes, buses, classrooms -tell a story of resistance and protest. As a collection, they tell inspirational tales of moving beyond one's comfort zone into a space that can deal with collective discomfort around discrimination, marginalization, and violence. They also layer their accounts with their intimate and political responses to tensions that had led to aggressive acts of erasure.
Their collective work entreats feminists to go beyond personal levels of comfort and move into spaces full of trepidation so as not to let rallying cries eradicate difference and to listen to the silence that is protest. These contributions support the notion that there are ebbs and flows of convergence within resistance rather than a stable monolithic universalist approach to unite all women. Without this movement toward uneasiness, toward awkwardness, toward discomfort, feminists may contribute to normalizing economic and social injustices as women across difference continue to be subjects and objects of systemic discrimination, economic exploitation, powerlessness, systematic marginalization, and state violence (after Young, 1990 ).
These pieces highlight the situating of political experience and agenda, as well as how this can be challenged, coloured and changed by the experience and insights of others. Despite its critiques, we remain encouraged. Underlying each of these contributions, even among those with the most pained and perilous analytical claims, there is some optimism. There is hope. There is hope in those taking to the streets in protest for the first time. There is hope in feminist solidarity across within and across all genders. There is hope that anger can be corralled and directed at the things that need to be changed, that diverse bodies can be included in ever-evolving resistance movements, and that precarious alliances and strategic networks can move forward together, strengthening one another. There is potential. There is potential in that feminists occupy these emergent spaces and keep them moving on and developing. There is potential in that grassroots groups acknowledging and apologizing for offences committed in rash and unthinking acts. There is potential in that individuals remain engaged and supportive instead of retreating into privilege and isolation, that groups have a will to forge dynamic collective inclusive strategies, and that both individuals and groups appreciate the relations and dialectical tensions that bind them together. And, we know that where there is hope and potential, there is always possibility. We see that this collection as a provocation to ongoing feminist activism, one grounded in the challenge to actively see, recognise, and respond to the needs and desires of diverse others, not least those whose experience differs from our own, and likewise to respect those who are changing. For some, possibility represents a call to a new form of political commitment and entwinement. For others, possibility depicts the long-time-in-coming vision of togetherness on a path worn through decades-long struggle, protest, and resistance. In the words of Gloria Anzaldúa (2015, 263) 'We must align ourselves with and support those who challenge their own inherited or acquired privileges, examine their social positions, and take responsibility for their assumptions.' In short, we must be open to possibility.
